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MG Jack Gardner departs, BG Keeninas
USARSO turns a new page in its proud history

Kevin W. Sieling
US Army South Media
Relations

(Fort Sam Houston, TX) An
overcast, gusty October
afternoon saw the tides change
for US Army South as one
genera passed the colors to
another, the later assuming
command of the major
subordinate Army command.
On Oct 28, 2005 Maj.
Gen. Jack D. Gardner
relinquished command of
USARSO to incoming
commander Brig. Gen. Ken
Keen on the parade grounds of
the Old Brooke Army Medica
Center on Fort Sam Houston.
“This command has
the responsibility of over 26
million square miles including
Central, South America and the
Caribbean,” said host
Commander Gen. Dan K.
McNeill, commanding genera
of US Forces Command. There

can be no doubt that the region
isvita not only in terms of

joined Command Sgt. Major
Wood in passing the USARSO

In a time honored tradition, Brig. Gen P.K. Keen passes the USARSO
colors back to USARSO Command Sgt. Maj. Daniel Wood, officially
taking command of US Army South during the USARSO official

change of command ceremony Oct. 28 on Fort Sam Houston, TX.

national security but in terms of
globd importance.” McNaill

189%th MP CO get'snew Commander

On21
September,
2005, CPT
EricDeforest
took Com-
mand of the
18%thMP
Companyfrom
Capt. Eliza-
beth Ryser.
Thel89thMP
Companyis
part of the
525thMPBn
Commandad
byLt.Cal.
Robert Burk.

colors between the incoming
and outgoing commanders.
Following the official ceremony,
Keen officially assumed
command of US Army South.

“My wife Mary Ellen
and | are truly blessed and
fortunate to be apart of the
USARSO team and we are
excited to be here,” said Keen.
“You have my 100 percent
commitment in executing our
mission, taking care of our
soldiers, civilians and families.”

“Brig. Gen Keen steps
up today assuming command
and brings with him not only a
wealth of command experience,
but aso a unique set of
qudifications,” said McNsill.
Keen most recently served as
the Assistant Division
Commander (Maneuver) for the
7" Infantry Division (Light),

Fort Carson Colorado and
Deputy Commander (Central)
for 5" Army.

Maj. Gen Gardner
relinquishes command &fter two
years with USARSO and will
assume command of Task Force
134inlrag.

“One of the lessons |
have learned while commander
of USARSO is the future of our
country and Central, South
America and the Caribbean are
intricately linked and we will
succeed, or fal together,” said
Gardner.

“For the past two
years, Mg. Gen. Gardner has
welcomed the responsibility for
meeting the challenges and he
has succeeded in superb
fashion,” said McNeill. “He has
masterfully orchestrated Army
National Guard, Reserve and
Active component participation
in support of US
SOUTHCOM's theater
engagement plan.”

“I would like to thank
everyone in USARSO and best
wishes as you continue to work
in aregion that's central to the
future of the United States,”
said Gardner.

US Army South, as the
Army component of US
Southern Command, conducts
security cooperation activities,
executes military operations,
and supports the War on
Terrorism, in order to promote
democratic values and
prosperity throughout the
region, enhance regional
stability, and deter and defeat
transnational threats to the US.
On order, USARSO executes
contingency operations in
support of US Southern
Command.
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Upcoming Observances — Equal Opportunity

National Native
American
Indian
Heritage
Month, Nov 05
Native American
Indian Pow
Wow, 12 Nov 05,
All Day,
Haciendaon
FSH, TX
Theme:
“Honoring
Heritage:
Strengthening Our Nation
‘s Spirit. “ November marks
the observance of National
American Indian Heritage
Month. This observance
became nationally recognized
in 1990 with the signing of a

T S e T

joint
Congressiona
resolution.
Smilar
proclamations
have been
issued each
year.
Activities
duringthe
monthwill be
established to
recognizethe
culture,and
accomplishmentsof

America searly inhabitants
andtheirinimitableroleinthe
shaping our nation’shistory.
National observance
ceremonies providethe
opportunity to commit

ourselvesanew tofulfilling the
obligationto promoteequality
for al Americans.

Ongoing Training:

Equa Opportunity
Representative Course
(EORC), 24 Oct — 4 Nov 05
Upcoming Training:

Equd Opportunity Program
Overview/POSH Training
(DET 2), 29 Oct 05, SBCR,
1500-1550

SFC Ford

USARSO Equal
Opportunity Advisor
Office: 210-295-6499
(DSN: 421)

Cell: 210-573-489%4
Location: Bldg #1000, 6th
floor, Room #630

/

USARSO Community
News Publication Dates

Submit by date
2 December 2005

Publication date
9 December 2005

Please
submit information you
would liketo have
included inthe
USARSO Newsdletter to

keinsdng@smhodmamymil

a‘darar@@grmmm
- /

Spouses To Teachers Educating America’s Youth

Participating States:
California, Colorado, Florida,
Georgia, Texas, Virginia,
Kansas, Nebraska, Nevada,
New Mexico, Utah,
Louisiana, North Carolina,
South Carolina

Purpose: Spouses to
Teachers (STT) is proudly
represented in 14 states. The
program is designed to assess
the needs of spouses relative
to becoming a teacher. The
program provides support to
spouses of active duty
military and Selected
Reserves in their pursuit of
K-12 teaching positionsin
America’s schools. The
program will provide various
information and services
(listed below) related to
becoming ateacher. Limited
funding will be provided to
eligible spouses to reimburse
the cost of tests required for
state teacher licensure/
certification. Maximum
availablefinancial assistance

is $600 per person. Thereis
a STT web site, which
providesinformation and
links useful for those spouses
interested in ateaching
career.

Eligibility:

B Spouses of active
duty personnel

B Spouses of members
of Selected Reserve
and National Guard
currently serving on
active duty

B Spouses of members
of Individual Ready
Reserve currently
serving on active
duty

Primary Audience:

B Spouses with
baccalaureate degree
or higher

B u Spouses with a
teacher certification
in one state and are

applying for

certificationin
another state

W Spouses with less than
a baccalaureate
degree

Services Provided:

B [nformation regarding
state certification
reguirements

W Counseling and
guidance on
certification options

B Application assistance
for transferring
teacher certification
from one state to
another

B Financia assistanceto
help meet expenses
for examinations
required for teacher
certification

B Financial Aid resource
assistance

B State employment
guidance

Procedures:

W State registration
required to apply for
stipend of up to $600
for state teacher
certification exams

W State Spouses to
Teachers Office
prepares vouchers
approving the test(s)
and amount
authorized to be
reimbursed

B |ndividuals forwards
the voucher to
DANTES/Spouses to
Teachers with proof
of payment and
voided persona
check

B DANTES/STT will
process approved
vouchers for
payment within 30 -
45 days of receipt

Spouses to Teachers contact
information is available on the
web site:
Www.SpousestoTeachers.com
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USARSO " Rough Rider

USARSO finished 3rd in
the regular season with a
record of 6 wins and 4
losses. The team lost
three games by one run in
come from behind efforts,
but the most important
thing about those losses
is staying together and
trying to come back to win
even coming up short.
Hopefully USARSO will
have some luck with them
in the playoffs as these
are there results of the
first two rounds and they
play in the 3rd round with
264th Academy, one of the
best teams in the league..

Mr. Youn
1st round of the playoff

USARSO won: With an 2nd round of the playoff

explosive offense. USARSOwon:Ina there infield.
USARSO 18 outstanding defense USARSO 3
D BAMC 3 game where there big SthArmy 1

guns did not hit but with
outstanding plays from

fighting for 1st Place!

Bottom row left to right: SGT Lafosse, SFC Holden, 1SG Gonzalez, SSG Rios, SSG Santiago, Sgt
Larsen Not pictured: (Mr.A. Williamsand SFC J. Walker) Back row left toright: Coach Mr. Rodriguez,
SSG Thomas, SGM Lopez, MSG Carlton, Mr. J. Rodriguez, Mr. Venner, Mr. Bozeman, Cpt. Watson,

3rd round: 2 NOV 05
Location: Leadership Field
Time: 1900

USARSO vs 264th
Academy

Designate Smoking Area

It is no mystery where the designated smoking area is. Those who have
shifted their own area closer and closer to the back door need to re-
focus and walk the extra 100 feet or so back to the designated area. As
itis now, soldiers, who may of mokers will have to go out

: to hit the butt can. It
to put a guard out

would really be a wa
back to ensure that pe
use alittle initiative'a
your consideration
been sentout, | ha
civilians in USARSC
walk through clouds
building. This negative

eais. Appreciate
above note has

be able to relate to this but it1Sn you understand how your
actions effect the work day of your co-workers. Thank you to all who
have moved back to the designated area. We need everyone to be an
enforcer of this. If you come across someone smoking within 50 feet of
any access door, kindly remind them that DOD regulations require
smokers to maintain that distance in consideration of others.
CSM Wood

Alwaysbuckle
up... it'sthelaw!

Texas law requires every
person sitting in the front seat of a
vehicle to wear a safety belt. The
law also states that all children
under 17 years old must be se-
cured with a safety belt, or in a
child safety seat, whether they are
sitting in the front, or the back
seat. A child less than four years
old, or less than 36 inches tall,
must be secured in a child safety
seat. Drivers can be stopped and
ticketed for a safety belt violation
if they, or any of their passengers
under 17 years old, are not buck-
led up or properly restrained. A
safety belt violation can result in a
fine of $100 to $200, or mandatory
attendance at a traffic safety
education class dealing with child
safety seats and safety belts.
Unrestrained drivers - and passen-
gers 15 and over who are not
wearing safety belts in the front
seat - can be ticketed directly.
Fines range from $25 to $50.
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Roger Agtin | hunting hasnow replaced cattleasthe  9eneral deer seasonfor most of Texas
US Army South G3 TACEX number #1incomeproducer for Texas ~ OPensSNovember.

RogerAdiinll (sonof RogerAdtin,G3  ranchers. EachyeartheTexasParks A number of USARSO personnel are
TACEX) havested andWildiifeDepartment  tekingadvantageof thehurtting
hisfirst ever deeron establishessevera opportunitiesavallableintheloca area
the*YouthOnly” “YouthOnly” huntswhen ~ Severa group huntshavealready
hunt last weskend only youth, 16-yearsof conductedfor ferd hogs. South Texas
and can'twaitto ageand younger, are asohesoneof thelargest ferdl hog
accompany hisdad permittedtohunt. The ~ Populaionsinthenation. Thesewild
onmorehunts. Texasyouthprogramis ~ Pigsarenot consderedagameanimél,
Whenthefamily lived designedtohdlp thereforehuntingfor themisavailable
in PanamaRoger introduceyounghunters  al yearroundandgivesthehunter the
frequently went with tothetraditionandsport ~ OPportunity toputsomeporkinthe
hisfatheronfishing of huntingandraisetheir  freezerinstead of venison.
tripsand currently awarenessof theroleof _
bugginghimthetit's huntingin proper game Note: All huntersin Texasbornonor
timeto makeancther management. Once after Sep 2, 1971 arerequired totake
triptherefor big dmostconsideredextingt  @StateHunter Safety Course. These
peacock bassand insomeareas, the coursesareavail ablethrough Outdoor
snook! whitetail deerisnow Recregtionat CampBullis. Besureto
NorthAmericaspostpopulouslarge  checkthehunting procamationfor
South Texasisfamousforitswhitetsil ~ mammal withapopulaionranging detail sregarding seesons, beg limits
deer hunting. Somuch o, that deer between8and 15millionanimas, The  @ndspecid regulations

USARSO Command Group picturetaken in honor of MG Jack Gardner’ sdepartureon 28 October 2005.
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INAND AROUND TEXAS

South Texas Maize
Date: Sep 24-Nov27
City: Hondo

Includesa7-acre maze, barrel train,
mini-mazes, pumpkins, children’s
play areaand more. East of the Hwy.
173/Hwy. 90 overpass. E-mail:
natura @7aranch.com

Greek Festival
Date: Nov 4-6
City: Gaveston

Food, music, dance, and culture of
Greece. Assumption of theVirgin
Mary Greek Orthodox Church
Community Center.

Wurstfest
Date: Nov 4-13
City: New Braunfels

This10-day celebrationisrichin
German cultureand full of Texasfun.
Familiescometo sampletasty
sausage and strudel, pretzelsand
potato pancakes, and otherscometo
polkaand waltz to great oompah
music. Wurstfest Grounds, inside of
LandaPark. E-mail:
info@wurstfest.com

Totally Tegjas
Date: Nov 6

Samplethefinest foodsof Texas—
from briny Gulf seafood tofreshfarm
cheeses— whileexploring craft-
made beersand winesfrom around
theworld. Foodsfrom aglobe-
trotting array of SanAntonio
restaurants provokethe palate, toe-
tapping rhythmskeep feet busy and
authorsautograph thelatest
cookbook crop. Hoursare2to 6
p.m. Rio Cibolo Ranch. E-mail:
info@mwwif.org

Sensational Seafood
Date: Nov 8

City: CorpusChristi

Taste mouth-watering Gulf of
Mexico delicaciesas prepared by
local chefs. Hoursare 7to 9 p.m.
Aquarium|obby. E-mall:
members@txstateag.org

Nutcracker Market

Date: Nov 10-13

City: Houston Featuresholiday
decorations, food, clothing, jewelry
and furniture. Reliant Park.

Santa’sRanch DriveThrough
ChriggmaslL ight Park

Date: Nov 11-Janl

City: San Marcos

Tour nearly amileof morethan 100
holiday scenesilluminated by over
onemillionlights. 9561 1-35N, just
south of the Tanger Outlet Mall.

Veterans Day
Date: Nov 11

City: Fredericksburg

Offersapatriotic address,
recognition of al veteransfromall
warsand conflicts, joint color guard,
music and 21-gun salute. Program
beginsat 11 am. Admira Nimitz
StateHistoric Site- National
Museum of the Pacific War

Mistletoe Holiday Gift Market
Date: Nov 12

City: Wimberley Cdll for
information.

Har vestfest
Date: Nov 15

City: CanyonLake

Hoursare6to9p.m. GVTC
Auditorium, 36101 FM 3159.

Rotary Shrimp Fest
Date: Nov 17

City: Seguin
Rai sesfundsfor local educational

charities. Seguin-Guada upe County
Colisaum.

Downtown ChristmasTree
Lighting

Date: Nov 18

City: New Braunfels

Festive event announcesthearrival

of Santa, parade, food, entertainment
and Santapictures. Courthouseand
Plazaarealighting arethe highlight of
thenight. Beginsat 6:30 p.m.
Downtown Plaza,

Weihnachtsmar kt
Date: Nov 18-20
City: New Braunfels

Kicksoff the holiday season.
Patterned after the open-air markets
foundin Germany, thisevent has
gifts, antiques, children’sitems,
decorationsand morefrom 50
merchantsfromall over Texasand
beyond. New BraunfelsCivic
Center, 390 S. SeguinAve.

Seaside Treasur e Festival
Date: Nov 19
City: Galveston

Featuresmorethan 100 arts & crafts
vendors, agourmet lunchinthe
Seaside Cdfe, silent auction,
entertainment and more. Proceeds
support mission and outreach work
inthe Galveston area. Hoursare 9
am.to4p.m. Moody Memorid
Firgt United Methodist Church, 2803
53rd &. at Avenue U. E-mail:

stf @moody.org
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Harvest Fest
Date: Nov 19
City: Bandera

CdebratesBandera sdiverseculture
and heritage. Featuresawidevariety
of ethnic food and entertainment.
Margaret Alkelk Boys& GirlsClub.
E-mall: growthr@texas.net

Night Parade& Downtown
Lighting

Date: Nov 19

City: Hondo Cdll for information

Holiday Season Kickoff

Date: Nov 19

City: KerrvilleIncludesalighted
parade

Feriade Santa Cecilia
Date: Nov 25-27
City: SanAntonio

FeaturesMariachi musicandthe
holiday lighting of Market Square. E-
mail: jessemo@sanantonio.com

Holiday River Parade
Date: Nov 25
City: SanAntonio

Spectacular paradefeatures
decorated, illuminated floatswith
celebrities, bandsand lavishly
costumed participants. Beginsat 7
p.m.Alongthe River Walk.

AVery Berry Holiday Gift Show
Date: Nov 25-Dec31

City: New BraunfelsNew Braunfels
Art League Gallery, 239 W. San
Antonio.

|sland Assault: 1944

Date: Nov 25-26

City: Fredericksburg TheNimitz
Museum’sliving history detachment
demonstratesweapons and tactics of
the Pacific War. Beginsat 10:30
am., 12:30p.m., 2:30 p.m. and 4
p.m.Admira Nimitz Museum Pacific

Combat Zone. For moreinformeation,
cal ext. 228. E-mail:
Jeff.hunt@tpwd.gate.tx.us

Cowboy Christmasat Pioneer
Town

Date: Nov 25-Jan5

City: Wimberley Enjoy anold-time
Hill Country Christmaswith
decorations, refreshmentsand music.

Hill Country Regional Lighting
Trail

Date: Nov 25-Janl

City: Fredericksburg Boerne,
Bulverde, Burnet, Dripping Springs,
Fredericksburg, Goldthwaite,
Johnson City, Llano, MarbleFdls,
New Braunfels, Round Mountain
and Wimberley hold specid events,
displays, paradesand other activities.
Brochuresareavailable. E-mail:
crestive@ktx.com

BullockvilleLighting Display
Date: Nov 25-Janl

City: Wimberley Offersacharming
Chrigmasvillagelightingdisplay. RR
2325a Bullockville. E-mail:
chamber@wimberley-tx.com

Christmasat Becker Vineyards
Date: Nov 25-27

City: Stonewall Call or visit Web
stefor information.

Holiday Boat Caroling

Date: Nov 26-Dec18

City: SanAntonioHoursare6:15t0
9:15p.m. Along the River Walk

Chuy’sChristmasParade
Date: Nov 26

City: AustinA procession of giant
balloons, marching bands, vintage
cars, celebritiesand floatskick off
the holiday season. Congress
Avenue.

Chrigmasin Comfort

Date: Nov 26

City: Comfort

Featuresmorethan 100 arts & crafts
boothsintheHigtoric Digtrict.
Includesfood court, Santavisit,
entertainment and musicall day.
Lighted night parade occursat dark

Christmas Showcaseof Arts&
Crafts

Date: Nov 26-27

City: New BraunfelsFeatures
handmade arts & craftsby morethan
100 crafters. Opensat 10 am. New
BraunfelsCivic Center.

Country ChristmasBall

Date: Nov 26

City: BanderaKick off the holiday
season with an event reminiscent of
an old-fashioned barn dance. Farm
Country Club. E-mail:
farmoc@indian-creek.net

“Rockin’ ChristmasParty”

Date: Dec 1-Janl

City: Austin Theaward-winning cast
shakes, rattlesand rollsdown Santa
ClausLanewith songsand dance
guaranteedto lift your spirits.
Zachary Scott Thestre.

DickensChristmasCelebration
& ChristmasAlongtheCorridor
Date: Dec 1-3 Entertainment
includes Cordsmen, Sweet Adelines,
puppets, violinist and bagpi per,
Cdticmusic, Christmascarolsand
performanceof “ Bah Humbug.”
Enjoy carriageridesthrough the
villageand forest and great food.
Hoursare 6to 10 p.m. Welcomes
Pony Express Courier on Dec. 3.
BrackenVillage.

Wassailfest

Date: Dec 1

City: New BraunfelsParticipating
downtown merchantsand businesses
opentheir doorsto offer attendees
their specia blend of wassall.
Musical groupsand choirsentertain
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INAND AROUND TEXASCONTINUED...

throughout the historic district. Hours
are6to 9 p.m. Downtown New
Braunfels, Main Plaza. For more
information, call ext. 252 or 236.

18th Annual L asPosadas
Procession & Fiesta

Date: Dec 2

City: SanAntonio Re-enactsMary
and Joseph’sjourney to Bethlehem
and search for lodging on the eve of
Jesus’ birth. Includescaroling,
prayersand acandle-lit procession
tovariouslocationson the Our Lady
of theLake University campus.
Procession beginsat M cCullough
Hall and concludesin Chapel
Auditoriumwithafiesta. Thefiesta
includesamariachi performance,
folklorico dancers, matachinesfrom
local parishes, pinatas, hot chocolate,
tamales, pan dulceand bunuel os.
Beginsat 6 p.m. infront of
McCullough Hall. For more
information, call ext. 2272. E-mail:
larm@lake.ollusa.edu

Holiday WineTrail

Date: Dec 2-4, 9-11

City: Fredericksburg Participating
winerieshavedifferent activities, such
aswinetasting, appetizersand
specia food pairings, barrd tasting,
art showsand aspecial releasefor
new wines. Call for amap of

participatingwineries.

15th Annual Wild Ideas: The
Shopping Event

Date: Dec 2-4

City: AugtinHoursare9am. to
5:30

ChrigmasParade

Date: Dec 2

City: Fredericksburg Startsat the
corner of SouthAdamsand East
Main, goesdown to Washingtonand

returns back down Main to West
Edison Street. On Main Street. E-

mail: evp@fbgtx.org

Eighth Annual Weihnachten

Date: Dec 2-4

City: Fredericksburg Weekend
beginswith aChristmas parade at
6:30 p.m. Friday down Main Strest.
Freefamily-oriented Christmas
entertainment isprovided by the
Fredericksburg Theater Company
throughout theweekend. Includesa
Christmas Tree Forest, agingerbread
house contest, expanded children’s
activity area, authentic homemade
German foods, ashopping market,
lighted holiday figurinesdisplaysand
more. Hoursare4 to 10 p.m. Friday,
10am. to 8 p.m. Saturday and noon
to4 p.m. Sunday. Marktplatz.

Christmasat theMansion

Date: Dec 2-3

City: Brenham Heritage BdlIshring
the 1869 Giddings StoneMansion
dive. Includescandlelight,
entertainment, gingerbread houses
and more. Giddings StoneMansion.

11th Annual Mariachi Vargas
Extravaganza

Date: Dec 2-4

City: SanAntonio Features several
daysof mariachi musicevents,
including mariachi group and vocal
competitionsand mariachi
workshops. The Extravaganza
culminatesinagrand concert on
Dec. 3featuring Mariachi Vargasde
Tecditlan, known throughout the
national and international music scene
as"thebest mariachi intheworld.”
New thisyear isSerenataen e Rio
wheredifferent mariachi groups
showcasetheir performancesat the
Rivercenter Lagoon. SanAntonio
Municipa Auditorium.

Town Lightin
Date: Dec 3

City: GrueneEnjoy thetownlighting
at 6 p.m. when Cowboy Kringle
ridesinto town on horseback. Ringin
the seasonwith music by the Texas
State University Student Brass
Quintet.

Oma'sChristmasFair

Date: Dec 3-4

City: Boerne Featuresthree
buildingsof crafts, art, and goodies.
Kendall County Fairgrounds, Hwy.
46 E.

Kriskindlmarkt

Date: Dec 3

City: SanAntonio Beethoven Hall
and Garden.

Candldight Celebration

Date: Dec 3

City: SanAntonio Children’'sChorus
of SanAntonio'sditechoirs,
Chamber Choir and Youth Chorale,
present an evening of seasona choral
worksfor treble, mixed and men's
choirs. Program highlightsinclude
excerptsfrom Benjamin Britten'sA
Ceremony of Carolsand unique
Settings of seasonal favorites. Alamo
HeightsUnited Methodist Church.
E-mail: office@childrenschorussa.org

Kinderfest

Date: Dec 3

City: Fredericksburg Thisisa
children’sGerman/Texas-themed
party with food, games, songs,
sorytellingand avist from St. Nick.
Children should bring astocking,
whichwill bereturnedfilledwith
goodieswhenthe party isover.
Pioneer Museum, 309 W. Main S.



